【Abstract】 Background and objective Although widely adopted, there is lack of comparative data for patients undergoing lymph node dissection in radical surgery of lung cancer by video-assisted thoracoscopic surgery (VATS) vs conventional lateral incision surgery. The aim of this study is to compare the effects of lymph node dissection in radical surgery of lung cancer by VATS. Methods One hundred patients with preoperative diagnosis of peripheral lung cancer were assigned to laparoscopic surgery group (VATS) and conventional surgery group (TH) randomly. 
